


Under the heading "Choir lifts the mood on a Sunday of contrasts" reviewer Harry Brown
(Taranaki Daily News) wrote:

C'est La Vie. Sunday Odober 7 may have braught misery to many, hut only joy to
the capacity audience in the New Plymouth Methodist Church who heard the New
Zealand Seandary StudenB' Choir.

Conductor Robert Adlam (sic) aaxed at times a sensitive sweetness, then
sonorous brilliane and energy from those fresh buoyant voice.

Singing from a wide ranging repertoire the choir captured both tone and timbre of
each period. Colourful backing from piano ar organ, flute, cello or percussion added
interest to the antiphonal effeds from SchuE, as did tender solo voices in a bracket
af spirituals, the pick a jazzy arrangement of the Battle of lericha.

Harizons were expanded by warl<s from contemporary NZ composers, with a
standout performance of movemenB from a short Mass by Katherine Dienes, iB
jagged chords and dramatic dynamics contrasting with a dreamy sefting of Sea Child
by David Hamilton.
An afternoon of cantrast, in fact, with skills and the sheer joy of singing which

augurs well for their many engagements and a tour of *uth America, *pecially with
their choreographed Maori welcame and farewell. C'est magnifigue.

Formal concert, Methodist Church, New Plymouth, Sunday October 7

The seond part of the @urse was based in Wanganui where the droir performed a short concert
for the entire schod and students from Wanganui High School at St George's keparatory School
(285 students), and a workshop for students frorn the school (50) together with students from
Wanganui High fthod (35). A formal evening concert was peformed in the Chapel at the Jane
Winstone Retirernent Village, Wanganui.

Students ftom Wanganui High Scfpd atEnd a aoncert in the amphitheatre at
St Georget Pnepar#y Scl'ml, Wanganui, Tuesday I Ocbber



The choir then travelhd to Marton where it offered a wsbhop for strdents from the Rangitikei
area. 35 students from Nga Tawa School, 5 from Rangitikei College and 19 frorn Turakina Maori
Girls'Sclml, @ether with musb teactrcns attoded. The choir ah performed a short conceft
during a school assembly at Nga Tawa (250 students) and gave a formal arening concert at 5t
Stephen's Church in Marton. All concerB were attendd by capactff audbrrces.

What worled wdl and.what didnt work well - Orerall 2007 has ben successful and hm establisH
the beginnings of a fine choir which will represent New Zealand proudly at an important festival in
South America neC year. What has workd well has kr the schml workstnps which were wdl
supported by many schools and have offered students ard teachers an insight into ebments of what
is needed for gocd vocal @uctbn, and fs the creition d a good choir. Conerts have been
exceptionally well attended. Perhaps the only area of increasing ditrhulty is that of billeting.
Resittenthl @utses would be preferabh but are beyord the ability of the clpir or its mernbers to
furd.

Audience.2fi)7:
Radior Radio NZ Concert has broadcast the complete concert given in Christchurch Cathedral in
July last year on two ossions. Varbus pft*es from the chcSrS cornpact disa have ben phyed
throughout the year, eg in support d the'@nposer d the weeK prcgramme, and on'Made in New
Zeabrfi programflEs.
Television: hisfie-The pogramrne aired on Sunday 28s October celebrated the achievements
and the 21st bifthday d ttrc NZSSC and feturd four NAS Choirs.
Concerts
- At the Methodist Churth in New Plymouth 193 people (2m s@t venue) attended the

concert.
- L7O peode (180 seat venue) attended a corEert in Wanganui in the Chapel at the Jane

Winstone Retircrnent Mllage on Tuesday October 9th.
- 160 people (capactW) attended the oncert in St Stephen's Church, Marton on Wedneday

October 10dr.
- Workhop numbers are given above.

The noC staoe d devdornent for this choir will be a one-week course in Wellingfton in January
and a lSday course in Timaru, Gore and Dunedin in April relc year. Activities for this choir will

Workshop at Nga Tawa Sdml, Matton, WErlneday



conclude with the droir's attendarrce at a 10-day Music Festival in Rio de Janeiro and Buenos Aires
in July next year.

Variances from oriqinal oroiect:
The only variancm from the original project concern changes to the MusicalTeam personnel. All
dher activities have been compbted as per the original proposal.

Copies of newsletter and concert programmes reflecting support frorn The ASB Cornmunity Trust are
attached. Unifonns and other equipment sorely needed could nd have been sourced without
support from The ASB Community Trust, and for this the choir is very grateful.

Young $ngers join NZSSC mernbtrs during a worrchop in Wanganui, Trcsday October 8, 2007
Cfrcfr memhr Amdia Ryman works with yourE singers.

A keen aucfene at St Gsrge's Prearabry Schod, wanganui



Ampitheatre concert, St George's School, Wanganui

Tuesday Octobtr 8,2007

Enclosut€s: Letters from New Plymouth Bop'High Schml, and St Gorget Preparabry School




