(1) Percy Rolfe Sargood Kt.

born: Melbourne.  September 1865

died: Dunedin.

LOSS TO THE CITY |

DEATH OF SIR PERCY SARGOOD

A PUBLIC-SPIRITED GITIZEN

Dunediz has suffered a severs lom
in the of Sir Percy Rolfe Sar-
th occurred carly thi

Ar more WwWas neover |
known, and never will be known, for |
ue was upostemiatious in bis actions,
ht the limelight., In-
directly,  him many interesta, he
was aleo responsible for much splendid
work. His support of musio and art
wan well known, and not a few of the
musical organisations of this city owe
& great deal to the genuine intercst
displayed hﬁsir Percy and by Lady
Sargood. Their mutual intercst was

much for whick to be grateful w Sir
Percy, sud in many ways he fostered
saything to do with pain and with
TR T
n was ntation, i
conjunction with his wife, of the Logan
Park Art Gallery to the eity. The Art
Gallery serves us & momorial to their
non, Uedric Rolfe Sargood, who enlisted
with the Otago infantry at the
age of 21. The son was killed during
o attack on Suvla Bay, Gallipoli, on
August 8, 1515, Perhaps Sir Percy's
gml&l.l. mtl;bui;nn'dlol Il‘: “d.' vha.l:
was part he played in foundi
Empire Art u:.. ’Mlntwn S:éat{,
s body which hes ensbled peopls
throughout the ire to see for them-
selves the works of great artists, soms

abled him to build O%. private collee-
tion of rare quality. He presented not-
able Uuth‘-]hln the l}I_o:dlbu and Welling-
ton art eries, an & Was respon-
sible for introducing to New Zealas

the wirile brush of Quinguells Martin,
s voung Argenmtine painter. {

His interest in the well-being of

oung people was well known. He gave
reely to the Y.M.C.A., assisting it
to & considerable extent. All his life
ha displayed remarkable enthusinsm in
the Boy Seout movemoent, and ons oil
his proudest moments was when, as
Chief Seout in the Dominion, the |
Qovernor-General, in  June, 1037,
banded him the * Silver Wolf,” the
highest distinction which. any person in
the Scout movement can receive from
the World Chief, Lord Baden-Powell.
The ** Silver Wolf " in bestowed onl
upon those who have given nuuunJ!-
ing service in the movement, and Sir
Percy was only the third recipient of
the distinction in New Zealand.

That -::: Iihl,' man m'l:hm
time to ¥ n sport speaks mes
for his lml:.ng vitality and wirility.
He was & keen golfer and horseman for
m years, and nearly all his days be
was interestad in fishing. He was also
» “ pioneer "' motorist, and an far hack
(LI | he created a sensation when
he became owner-driver of & aone-
ovlinder Cadillac motor ear. Later he
purchased a tour-cylinder car, which
must have won the prize for * back-
firing.”

1 1861) became recogn

5th November 1940

COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES.

In entirefy different fiolds . . Percy
was associsted with the commercial life
of the city for well over 50 years, being
at the time of his death goverm:
directar of the firm of Messrs :
Son, snd Ewen Ltd.. a position he |
bhad helé since 1007. He was con-
nected with varicus movements for the |
development of the province, notabiy |
in respect to Central O irrigation.
He was actively sssociated with severs!

1844 In 1835 he earned

eocietiens.

one reward for his lifetime of unselfish
service, and in the New Year honours |
his name figured, a knighthood being |
conferred upon him. |

Born at Melbourne in September, |
1885, Sir Percy was the son of Senstor |
the Hon. Bir Frederick Thomas Sar-
good, K.CM.G. His earlicst tuition
wan of & private nature, but later he
studied at St. Kilda's Scoteh College,
and _from there went to The Cedars,
at Rickmanworth, L ishi
up at the Hawthorne Grammar Schoal,

e name of Sargood has always been
identified with ¢ wholesale ware-
housemen’s business, his grandfather,
Frederick Jsmes Sargoed, , having |
founded the present business in Mel- |
:‘prnrmJIMl. the luu;o at thutt;mt:

ng F. J. Sargood. t was only to
be expected that Sir Percy would even- I
tually enter the business, and in 1883

becams
that of Messrs Sargood, Butler, Nichel, '
gn: Ewen Company. When two of the

:ru-rod brothers purchased the Aus-
inn  business the firm name was
sgain changed, this time %o Measrs
Sargood Broas., which (together with
the New Zealand house, esteblished in
i an one of the
largest wholesale houses in the South-
orn Hemisphere. :
Sir Percy 1emained na an apprentice
in the Melbourne house for six years.
In 1889 be journeyed to London, where
he gaived further experience with
Bradbury., Greatorex, acd Company
Ltd. for 12 months. He was also st-
tached to London office of Messra
Sargoed Bros. h:w 12 months, sil tl]lu
time guining buving experience. n
1891 ke came to New Zealand as man-
ager J the Christchuich and Dunedin
warshousss snd boot factory. Ia 1502
be berame junior pariner, and on the
desth of his father and Mr Ewen. in
1972, bhe tock over full conteel. He

tly as Beptem-

this year, he said, " I have bad
B3 years' association with the imr
from post boy to governing director.'
Up to the time of is  death
he took & lkeen interest in ths
firm's operations and watched its
progress with & fatherly eye. It
in inhm&ni to note that, thmn‘f:

e od costel peasidot fund.
first to (X
e ot ot e o
one indication of the very keen interest
te dispiayed in his staff, and he always
had at heart the welfare of the many
workers comnected with the firm. As

tly as September 8 he wrote to

= 2

duties—business, civil, or military. In
all three areas of ::hntlt-:’;ht on il
wictory is won and a ng peacs
amongst mankind s asmured through
‘ the assertion of truth, the unveiling
of illusion, the dissipation of hate, the
enlargement and instruction of men's
hearta and minds.' " In his relations
with the staff and with the business
community as & whole Sir Perey strictly
adhered to the motto lnid down by the
founders, ** Fair troding and foir deal-
g "

WANAKA STATION.

Apart from the world of commerce,
Sir Percy was keenly intereated in the
development of Central Otago, In 1912
be purchased Wanaka Station, and
there considerable attention was de
voted to the irmgabion of the low
fevels. He was really one of the pio-
neers of irrigation in the Central, and
aa president of the Cromwell Develop-
ment Company he bad u large share
in the schemes for irrigation of land
on the Cromwell Flat. Apart from
ita importance as an irrigation base,
Wanaka Station was n for the
gualiiy of its sheep and Friesian eattle.
Moreover. the station became a ** dis-
pensing house "' of hospitalitr to over-
n:dmb? Sir qu‘yu'ﬂ also iﬂ_t:&“‘l;
o in Empire migration al
in eonnection with l?l.rtlils im;'.lp:i'tb-

Tn other realms Bir Percy Sargood’s
record of activities was lengthy, Apart
from connections with other businesses,
lie was an ex-vice-chairman of the Dun-
edin Chamber of Commerce and an ex-
member of the executive of the Manu-
facturers’ Associstion. He represented
New Zealand st the Internutional Con-
fe of the Chambers of C
at Londen in 1928, and thres years
Iater represented the Dunedin Cham-
'ber at the Empire Conference, also at
London. During the war be was chair-
man of the Expeditionary Forces Com-
mittee. Other interestsa took in the
Vietoris lLeague, British Empire Can-
cer Research Fund, and the Ex-
pansion League. He tock & i
part in the work of the Dunedin Un-
cemployment Committee, and was the
originator of the district scheme for
the relief of distress. From its begin-
ning be was a member of the Finance
Committee of the mayor's relief of dis-
tress fund. Finally, he waa a past
rrmdmt of the Rotary Club. In all
1§ man l‘pbcm he kept clear of poli-
tics and of contentious party matters.

ASSOCIATION WITH PATRIOTIC
WORK.

His work on the Patriotic Association
founded during the Great War was of
| inestimable value, and it followed as
' & matter of course that he would be-
!come a member of the Otago
| Provinersl Patriotic Couneil formed
| st the outbreak of the present
|war. He was-a most active man
|in the council, his knowledge gained
| during the years in which u&nw
| drain was made ‘on the 181418
| association being invaluable. He was

3 riy active in endeavouring to
| bring together the Soldiers and De
pendents’ Welfare Committee (the pre-
sant name of the former associntion)
and the Otagn Provincial Patrio-
(tie Council. Tt was his keen de-
sire that co-ordination he effected,
I and the bodies be administered co-
jnintly, so that the needs of sol-
diern of the Inst war and men of
thin war ronld be met from the one
organisation, The proposals, which
bad entailed s considerabls amount of

over a period of years.

In 1832 Sir Percy married Lucy Cone
stance, a daaghter of Dr Frederich
Francis Ormond, of Hawke's Bay,
Lady Sargood herself has been o pro-
. minent somal worker. and was ome ol
the founders of the Women's Club. Sir
Perey in survived by Lady Sa
and by his two danghters, Mrs 5. D.
MuacPherson (of Dunedin) and Mre
Mackillop (England). Mrs Mackillon's
hushand is a feutenant-engineer, and
he was setively engaged in planning
the Singapore naval base,






